
INTERNATIONAL FRIENDSHIP LEAGUE (IFL)

IN MY CAPACITY AS THE CHAIR PESON OF INTERNATIONAL COMMITT EE OF

INTERNATIONAL FRIENDSHIP LEAGUE (IFL) , I HAVE T HE PLEASUR E TO

ADD RESS YOU ON THE CELEBR ATION OF INTER NATIONAL FRIENDSHIP D AY,

ON 26 SEPTEMBER , TO ALL MEMBERS OF T HE WORLD WHEREVER THEY FIND

THEMSELVES.

AS WE AR E ALL AWARE, IFL WAS FOU NDED IN 1931 WITH THE BELIEF THAT

THE MOST VALUABLE APPROACH TO LIFE IS THE D EVELOPMENT OF

PER SONAL FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN INDIVIDUALSOF DIFFERENT COUNTR IES

AND CU LTUR ES. IT T HEREFOR E AIMS TO ENCOUR AGE FRIENDSHIP IN

SEVER AL PRACTICAL WAYS SU CH AS ENCOURAGING CONTACT BETWEEN

PEOPLE OF DIFFERENT COUNTR IES THROU GH PENFRIENDS; OFFERING A

PERSONAL WELCOME TO OVERSEAS VISTOR S; ENCOUR AGING MEMBERS T O

REACH OUT TO THOSE OF OTHER CULTUR ES IN T HEIR LOCAL COMMUNITY

AND JOINING OTHER S TO SUPPOR T CHARITABLE PR OJECTS TO HELP THOSE

IN NEED AR OUND THE WOR LD.

IFL TR IES TO ENCOUR AGE ITS MEMBER S TO MAKE FRIENDS NOT ONLY IN

OT HER COU NTR IES BUT ALSO IN THEIR OWN COMMU NITIES, BY STEPPING

OVER T HE TRADITIONAL BOUND ARIES OF RACE AND R ELIGION, TO LEAR N

ABOUT T HE CULTUR E AND VIEWPOINT OF THOSE WHO HAVE COME FR OM A

DIFFERENT BACKGR OUND . IN SHORT, OUR OR GANIZAT ION WANTS EACH OF

US TO KNOW THAT ONE CAN SEE A COUNTRY THR OUGH THE EYES OF A

LOCAL RESID ENT.

OUR MISSION IS TO SPREAD IFL ’s MESSAGES OF FR IEND SHIP AND PEACE.

T HIS IS NORMALLY D ONE OR CONVEYED AT SPECIAL EVENTS SUCH AS ON

THE OCCASION OF INTER NATIONAL FR IEND SHIP DAY; INTERNATIONAL PEACE

DAY AND OT HERS. CONSIDERING ALL T HE CONTEXT WHER EBY THE

ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND SPIR ITUAL CONDITIONS AND OTHER EXISTING

SIT UATIONS D IFFER ENORMOUSLY FROM COUNTRIES TO COUNTRIES, IT IS

IMPERATIVE THAT THE SPR EAD OF PEACE AND PR OMOT ION OF THE SPIR IT

OF FR IEND SHIP BR ING ABOU T REAL CHANGE IN PEOPLE ’S LIVES; ACTIVITIES

THAT BR ING JOY AND HAPPINESS TO THOSE WHO ARE CONSTRIANED IN

ONE WAY OR ANOTHER ; T HOSE WHO CANNOT SEE THE PATH T O FREEDOM AS



WELL AS THOSE WHO ARE UNABLE TO FEND FOR T HEMSLEVES

ECONOMICALLY AND SOCIALLY, IF WE AR E TO ACHIEVE OU R GOALS.

ON BEHALF OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITEE, MAY I, ONCE AGAIN,

R EITERATE OU R COMMITMENT TO T HE GOOD CAUSE OF IFL, A VER Y

IMPORT ANT NGO IN TODAY ’S ENVIR ONMENT WHER E PEOPLE AR E SUFFERING

BECAUSE OF DIVISION PLAGUED BY ALL KIND S OF INHUMAN ACTS.

WE ARE COMMITTED T O WORK HARD ER IN ORD ER TO D EVELOP FUR THER T HE

ID EALS OF IFL. TODAY, ON T HIS IMPORTANT D AY, LET US TAKE ONE MINUTE

TO THINK OF ALL OUR BR OTHERS AND SISTERS WOR LDWIDE, WHO, IN ONE

WAY OR ANOT HER CONTINUE TO EXPERIENCE POVER TY THROU GH DR OUGHT

AND FAMINE, INSECUR IT Y, VICTIMIZATION, ARE DEPRIVED OF THEIR RIGHTS,

FREED OM AND PEACE; THOSE WHO NEED CAPACITY AND SKILLS TO ENGAGE

IN ECONOMIC ACT IVITIES FOR THEM TO BECOME ECONOMICALLY

INDEPEND ENT AND WOR K FOR THE BETTERMENT OF THEIR FAMILIES, AND

ALSO THOSE WHO CANNOT SEE THE LIGHT OF T HE DAY.

IFL MAY BE THE ANSWER IF MEMBERS R EALLY WANT TO MAKE A D IFFER ENCE

IN PEOPLE ’S LIVES WHER EVER T HEY MAY BE AND MAKE SERIOUS

COMMITMENTS INFR ONT OF TODAY ’s CHALLENGES.

IN CONCLUSION, MAY I , ONCE AGAIN, AVAIL OF THIS OPPORTU NITY TO

THANK THE IFL INTER NATIONAL COMMITTEE AND ALL ITS MEMBER S FOR

THEIR SUPPORT AND CONTINU OUS COMMITMENT TOWAR DS IFL ’s MISSION IN

MAKING T HEIR COMMUNIT IES A BETT ER PLACE.

WISHING YOU AN ENJOYABLE ‘ INTERNATIONAL FR IENDSHIP DAY ’ FULL OF

R EFLECTION.

MARIE-NELLA AZEMIA
CHAIR PER SON OF INTER NATIONALCOMMITTEE
INTERNATIONAL FRIENDSHIP LEAGUE (IFL)


